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{IMBUS365 Coupé

An experienced boatowning couple delight in their floating ‘holiday cottage’

With a flotilla of boats behind
them, Ken and Anne Manley
had a pretty good idea of what
they wanted = a retirement
‘cottage’ = & Nimbus 365
Coupd ticked all the boxes.

THE BOAT
Hodel Himbus 365 (oupd
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@ started salling
Wtugq-thur niarly 50 yoars
ago by racing salling

dinghies and we have been on the
waler aver since, even when the
children arrived, Over the years
we've been competitive in GP14s,
Enterprises, Fireballs, Lasers,
Solos, Firaflios and Flying
Fifteens, and only hung up our
walsults after winning the
Lymington Scow Nationals in
2004, We bought our first big*
boat in 2000, a Hallberg-Rassy 31
yacht, but with the vagaries of the
British weather and wanting more
comiort and speed we decided to

move Into motorboaling instesd.
Owir first powarboat was o
Nimbius 320C (basically a smaller,
earlier version of what we have
now), lellowed by a Ryds
runabout that we used in
combination with our racing
dinghies. Wa than reverted back
to sailing by way of a GRP
traditional looking gafi-rigged
Shrimpar, bafore moving
wholeheartedly back Lo power,
and falling for the business-like
Seawards, starting with a 25 and
then a 29, We loved the 29, which
Wwas a great semi-displacensent
sea boat, but we really wanted a

kit mone space given the time wa
intended putting in aftoat and so
wi decided a niw Nimbus 365C
would do us nicely.

WHICH BOATS DID YOU
CONSIDER?

W like to be able to get afloat all
year and so naturally that deaws
youl towards a boat with a
wheelhouse where you can live
day-to-day and stay protected
while motoring about. The
Seaward 29 certainly did that, but
with neither of us getting any
younger we liked the idea of easy-
to-move-around decks and morne
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elbow room, We wers already
famillar with tha Nimbas brand as
we had a 320 that we lived on for
nine manths = including over &
vary cold winter = while our house
was baing bulit. The boat did us
vary well, and so whan it came to
finding another home-from-home
it seemed a no-brainer to chack
over another Mimbus.

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE A
NIMBUS 365 COUPE?

As luck would have it Nimbus had
recently refurbished their Coupé

limve-up and hod incorporated an
asymmatric whealouse layout in
tha redesign, where a full bulwark
protects the starboard hond side
ek, This chearly moans it is very
eazy and safe for the crew to
mave about and gives the
skipper an excellant view while
barthing starboard hand tog,
thanks to the side door, The one-
leved cockpit and wheelhouse
make for a great indoorfsutdaor
space and with the deckhead
being almast all sunroof you can
have as much or as litthe of the

“All-in-all we couldn't have designed
a better boat for our needs”

motorboatsmonthly.com
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elements as you like. All-in-all we
couldn't have designed a betber
boat for owr neads.

WHAT WAS THE DEAL?

We had already dealt with
Nimbus's UK dealer, Offshare
Powerboats, when we bought the
smaller Nimbus 320 Coupd, and
found them professional and
friendly with exceptional after-
sales service, and so had no
compunction about dealing with
tham again when it came to
purchasing the 365,

The part-exchange price they
offered on the Seaward 29
seamed very fair and we had less
time to wakt for our order as it
turned out, because the peophe
buylng the boat ahead of ours
backed down, so we took up thelr
bulld skot. That baing the case we
ended up with a few things we

teak decks and all the galleyware,
their boats really do come, as
their blurb says, “ready to cruise”,
The extras we weant for were 8
rope cutter on the prop and an
sutopilot, along with the neat
hideaway TV that emerges at

tha touch of a button frem the
chart table,

WHERE DO YOU
KEEP JAMBO?
We live In the New Forest and
keop Jomiba at Lymington Yacht
Haven, on a superb barth
everkooking bath the Lymington
River and the adjacent salt
marshos and bird sanctuary, In
fact in @ recent MEM articke
Y o Lymington Clan 14), this
M outermost trot of berths
at the Haven was
declared the most
dasirable spot to
b hale up if visiting;
1 which is exactly
where we anel
| During the winter
| tean feel a bit
| exposed, and some
people move
further in, but we
rather like the boat
moving and to feel
wia're among the
elements.
The Haven's
| shoreside facilities,
which have
recently been
updated, are
excellent and all
the stalf, fram the
guys in the
boatyard to the
berthing stalf and marina director,
canndt be more halpful, It 1528
10-minaste strodl Into town but the
chandler e, Nick Cox, supplies
newspapars, basic food stulfs and
ovan wine,

WHERE DO YOU CRUISE?
Wi love baing on the water, which
contrasts with living smack In U
middia of the New Fores?, and use
the boat as a second homa, As
such Jamba s kept in the water
all yoar, apart from a week on the
hard in the autumn for reuting
maintenance. However, given the
amount of time we spend on her,
the haurs part on the engine
(around 40 per annum), are
extramely light due to the fact
that we tend to only do shart
hops now, having done an awful
let of major boating in the past.
Often we'll just pootle across to
Yarmouth - a full half-hour away =
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To a certain axtant this = |
full inventory is reflected
In the price, but given that
It inchudes the must-haves
- such as heating and not
just a bow thruster but
one at the stern too = plus

wolld not have specced
oursahves, such as a super-duper
sound system, but Nimbus'
standard fitout is now 50
comprehensive and thoroughly
thowght out that really there is
ot much to opt in or out of,

2cuaber 30k

of |f we really want to get out of
the parish we'll head over to
Cowes whene there 5 loads going
on, Mlowing us to boat-watch and
peophe-watch to our heart's
dalight. As for as golng further
afleld, we keep multering about

getting over to France but in bruth

wit'vie istablished a delightiully
lazy approach to our boating and
sometimes simply enjoy the boat
o 1§ home-barth,

HAS THE BOAT LIVED UP
TO EXPECTATIONS?
Thiere |s no doubt that both
Seawards were exceptionally well
made and very seaworthy, but
with growing grandchildren, the
Nimbus 356C provides significant
axtra volume and usable space.
The Nimbus bulld Is of very high
quality, which is almost
impassible to fault. The only
criticism that we have ks that the
saboon table, while being a grand
piece of furniture, is actually a bit
on the large size for us. We have

put this into store and

replaced it with an oak

‘extension plece’ o

fram the kitchen ‘

table that works

very well e :
One of the [l ’

masn

considerations
when It came to
making the
change from the
Seaward was that the
new boat had to be easy

to handla as we got more
advanced in years. The 365
certainly fulfills this, gven its

stern and bow thrusters, its
protected starboard hand side
deck and deep, easy-lo-negotiate
bathing platform, Coming in port
side to s a little mone difficult duse
to the narrow port side deck, but
In our dinghy-racing days Anne
wid very proficient on the trapeze
and by chpping on a2 step
fender' she has no problem
hopplng ashone with a lindg.

Thare have been only minor
problems with the boat, which
have been quickly resalved by
OHshore and Ropewalk, who are
tha Violvo agent at the Yacht

“The new boat
had to be easy to
handle as we got

more advanced
in years”

matorboatsmanthly.com

Haven. Both have
provided top
quality service,
As regards
maintenance,
we only do
routine washing
and cleaning.
Jambao’s bottom’ was
copper coated, by Ecosea,
using Cuprotect, before she was
first launched, This Is proving very
effective and makes annual
maintenance much easier, as there
I8 no year-on-year antifoul to
apply, We signed up for a three-
yoar contract with Ropewalk for
engine servicing, which is proving
to be very efficdent and cost
affective, and Offshore handie
any non-enginge maintenance.
Finally, it Is worth mentioning
the Mimbass Cwners Club, headed
up by David Noyce, It puts
together several soclal events and
crulses a year and has a very
Informative website at
nimbusowners.co.uk,

HAS IT BEEN MONEY
WELL SPENT?

I our view the answer is &
resounding ‘yes’, Mimbus boats
are built to a high standard, which
Is reflectad in the cost. We really
Ik forward to being aboard and
take great pleasure In using our
365, and due to its solid buid
cusality 1t should stay in good

shape over the yars ahead, an
important factor that should be
reflected im the price when we
need to move It on, Althowgh that
said, we reckon it is going to meet
aur needs for the foreseeable
future. We like to boat all year
round and the 365 enables us to
do just that regardiess of the
season or what the weather
decides to do; it's a perfect boat

for LK waters. \

Price paid in 2012 0000
Engine hours 40hes per anoum
Fuelconsumption (appeon: average)
25 mile (200t/hr)

it & onutsing speed of 12-1imats

Besthing bees EB00
Insurance premiem £500
Annul malnlenance 0500

Offshore Powerbioats had two 3655 on brokerage at the beginning
of this last season but both sold quickly, If buying new, this modal ks
avallabile with either single or twin engine installations, with prices
starting at just over £300,000, The standard inventory on Nimbus
bonts Is extremely comprehoensive, nnning from diesel heating and
eloctronlcs package to teak decking, as well as smaller homely ltems

like erockery and cutlery,




